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Letterof Support

Arctic Council projectin theareaof Informationand Communication
Technology

This letterservesto confirthattheproject“UbiquitousandPervasive

NetworkingthroughtheUse of Delay TolerantNetworking“,led by Techn
Dr MariaUdénatLuledUniversityof Technology,is a projectthathasthe

supportof theArctic Council.

TheArctic Council is a highlevel intergovermmentalforumthatcan

addresscommonconcemsandchallengesfacedby the Govermmentsof the
Arctic Statesandthepeoplethatlive in thecircumpolarArctic. The Arctic

Council wasestablishedin 1996.1t bringstogetherCanada,Denmark,
GreenlandandtheFarolslands,Finland, Iceland,Norway, theRussian

Federation,SwedenandtheUSA with representativesof six organizations

of indigenouspeoplesfromtheArctic region. The Council haseight
ObserverStates(Germany,theUnitedKingdom,theNetherlands,Poland,

France,Spain, Chinaandltaly). The EuropeanCommissionattendsArctic

Council meetings.

TheArctic Council meetsatForeignMinister ‘slevel everytwoyears.The
Chaimanshipof theCouncil rotates.Norwaytook overfromRussiaatthe
Meetingof ForeignMinistersthatwasheldin Salekhardin westemSiberia

in November2006.

The Arctic Council haspaid attentionto thebenefitsthatcanbegained

fromexpandeduseof informationand communicationtechnologyin order

to promotesustainabledevelopmentin theArctic for severalyears. The
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StandingCommitteeof Parliamentariansof theArctic Regionis very
supportiveof thatwork andhashighlightedtheimportanceof accessto
ICT andICT-basedservicesasa meansof improvingliving conditionsand
thepotentialfor economicandsocial developmentfor Arctic residents,in
particularindigenouspeoples,atseveral of its Conferencesof
Parliamentariansin theArctic Region.

In theinitial Arctic Council discussionson theimportanceof ICT in the
Arctic, Swedenproposedthatthe Council shouldfocuson promoting
developmentwork in orderto mobilizeandcombineeffortsunderwayin
differentArctic Statesto searchfor solutionsto alreadyidentifiedneeds.To
illustratethekind of work we believethattheArctic Council could usefully
engagein, we chosetheproject”SamiNetwork Connectivity”, whichis
now evolvinginto theproject“UbiquitousandPervasiveNetworking
throughtheUse of Delay TolerantNetworking”. Thatprojectwas
presentedto theAC WorkingGroupon SustainableDevelopmentin the
springof 2005.It wasacceptedandhassincebeensupportedunderthe
name"Arctic Action”. Dr Udénwasinvitedto makea presentationand
reporton progressmadeattheWorking Group ‘smostrecentmeetingin
April 2007in Tromso, Norway.Her presentationwashighly appreciated.

Many communitiesin theArctic arelocatedin veryremoteareas,some
reindeerherdingfamiliescontinueto leada nomadicor semi-nomadiclife.
Their particularneedsandcircumstancesarebeingaddressedby thehighly
interestingandinnovativeprojectled by Dr Udén. It is envisagedthatshe
will beinvitedto makefurtherpresentationsatfuturemeetingof the
Working Groupastheprojectadvancesin ordertoillustratethegreat
potentialfor cooperativework andthemanybenefitsthatICT solutionscan
bringto peoplein thecircumpolar Arctic whenprojectsareintentionally
designedto addressneedsthathavebeenidentifiedby peoplewholive and
workin theArctic.

OtherArctic CouncilworkonICT aimsto preparea descriptivestudyof
thepresentICT situationin theArctic. Dr Udén sprojectwill befeatured
asa casestudyin thatreport.

HelenaOdmark
SeniorArctic Official for Sweden



